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Figure 2. HCV viremic status at first time point. (A) TLR4 expression on 

peripheral monocytes at first time point, with participants grouped according to HCV 

viremic status. (B) HCV viral load at first time point, participants grouped according 

to HCV viremic status. GMF, geometric mean fluorescence
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Figure 3. LOWESS curve illustrating plasma IP-10 levels in AHC with and 

without spontaneous clearance. Unstimulated plasma IP-10 levels were 

significantly lower in AHC and spontaneous clearance, n=11, (blue/dark grey, 

Cleared – LOWESS) than AHC without spontaneous clearance, n=9 (red/light grey, 

Chronic – LOWESS).
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Figure 4. LOWESS curves illustrating levels of IFN-gamma, IL-6 and IP-10 

produced by stimulated PBMCs in AHC with or without spontaneous clearance. 

TLR4 stimulation resulted in significantly reduced levels of IFN- (A), and a non-

significant trend toward lower IL-6 production (B) in AHC and spontaneous clearance, 

n=11, (blue/dark grey, Cleared – LOWESS) than AHC without spontaneous 

clearance, n=9, (red/light grey, Chronic – LOWESS). TLR7/8 stimulation resulted in 

significantly lower IFN- (C) and IL-6 production (D) in AHC and spontaneous 

clearance. IP-10 levels were significantly lower in AHC and spontaneous clearance 

following TLR2 stimulation (E). 
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Table 1: Baseline Characteristics of the Study Population 

 Spontaneous 

clearance 

Chronic infection P-value 

n 11 (55%) 9 (45%)  

Age (years) 34.4 (IQR 26.2 – 39.4) 31.2 (IQR 29.3 – 46.2) 0.700 

Male (n) 10 (91%) 9 (100%) 1.000 

Estimated duration 

of infection (wk) 

- At screening 

- At 1st visit 

- At 2nd visit 

 

 

25 (IQR 9 – 33) 

46 (IQR 32 – 59) 

56 (IQR 43 – 76) 

 

 

20 (IQR 8 – 38) 

43 (IQR 22 – 58) 

66 (IQR 45 – 90) 

 

 

1.000 

0.669 

0.718 

Number of patients 

HCV aviremic (n) 

- At screening 

- At 1st visit 

- At 2nd visit 

 

 

6 (55%) 

9 (82%) 

11 (100%) 

 

 

0 (0%) 

0 (0%) 

0 (0%) 

 

Caucasian (n) 11 (100%) 9 (100%) 1.000 

HIV co-infection (n) 

CD4 count (x 106/L) 

Antiretroviral therapy 

 

HIV viral load 

(copy/mL) 

6 

686 (IQR 613 – 806) 

yes (n=4) / unknown 

(n=2) 

73.5 (IQR 43.8 – 7338) 

4 

766 (IQR 534 – 882) 

yes (n=2) / no (n=1) / 

unknown (n=1) 

48.5 (IQR 41.8 – 2338) 

1.000 

0.873 

0.429 

 

0.471 

HCV genotype Genotype 1 (n=5) 

Genotype 3 (n=4) 

Unknown (n=2) 

Genotype 1 (n=3) 

Genotype 3 (n=5) 

Genotype 4 (n=1) 

0.447 

Favourable IFNL4 

genotype (n) 

8 (73%) 1 (11%) 0.010 

Jaundice (n) 3 (27%) 2 (22%) 1.000 

Peak ALT (U/L) 589 (IQR 102-2030) 225 (IQR 124-502) 0.226 

BMI 22.3 (IQR 20.4-28.3) 23.9 (IQR 20.4-27.1) 0.835 

Values presented as median and interquartile ranges (IQR); ALT, alanine 

aminotransferase; BMI, body mass index
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