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PROGRAM
12:00pm

Lunch and Registration

12:30pm
		
		

Welcome Address
Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute

		
Progress toward viral hepatitis elimination
		Dr Joseph Doyle
		Deputy Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
		
Senior Lecturer and Infectious Diseases Physician, The Alfred and Monash University
12:45pm
Session One: Increase testing to increase diagnosis
		Chair: Dr Joseph Doyle
Diagnosis using point-of-care tests for hepatitis C virus (HCV)
		Dr Bridget Williams
		Public Health Registrar, Burnet Institute
		
		
		
		

A rapid point-of-care test for alanine aminotransferase (ALT) to help guide
clinical decision making for hepatitis treatment
Mr Huy Van
Research Assistant, Burnet Institute

		
Why testing for hepatitis C needs to be made more accessible
		Ms Melanie Eagle
		
CEO, Hepatitis Victoria

		
		

Applications of point-of-care testing in the Asia-Pacific region  
Mr Chad Hughes
Deputy Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute

		Linkages from diagnosis to care
		
Associate Professor Ben Cowie
		Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Viral Hepatitis, Doherty Institute, Victoria
		Discussion Panel
		Moderator: Dr Joseph Doyle
		Dr Jess Howell, Mr Huy Van, Ms Melanie Eagle, Mr Chad Hughes, Associate Professor Ben Cowie
		
2:00pm

Afternoon Tea

2:30pm
Session Two: A partnership approach to enhance and expand services
		Chair: Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
		
		
		

Overview of Eliminate Hepatitis C Partnership (the EC partnership) in Victoria
Dr Alisa Pedrana
EC Partnership Coordinator, NHMRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Burnet Institute

#Endhep2017
		
		

Treatment for people who inject drugs (PWID) – what are the issues?
Mr Charles Henderson
Acting Executive Officer, Harm Reduction Victoria

		
		
		

Expanding the healthcare workforce
Dr Jacqui Richmond
Education Coordinator, Eliminate Hepatitis C Partnership

		
Are we losing prisoners in the care cascade?
		
Professor Alex Thompson
		Director, Department of Gastroenterology, St Vincent’s Hospital
		
		
		

Enhancing testing and treatment in primary care
Dr Fran Bramwell
General Practitioner, Health Works

		Beyond cure ... more than just the liver
		Dr Peter Higgs
		
Senior Lecturer, Department of Public Health, La Trobe University;
		
Senior Fellow, Burnet Institute
		Discussion Panel
		Moderator: Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
		Dr Alisa Pedrana, Mr Charles Henderson, Dr Jacqui Richmond,
		
Professor Alex Thompson, Dr Fran Bramwell, Dr Peter Higgs, Mr Chad Hughes
3:50pm
Session Three: A statewide and national approach
		Chair: Associate Professor Heidi Drummer		
		
		
		

Australian collaboration to eliminate HCV
Professor Margaret Hellard (video)
Deputy Director (Programs), Burnet Institute

		Launch of NHMRC program grant
		
Professor Alex Thompson
		
Director, Department of Gastroenterology, St Vincent’s Hospital
4:15pm
Closing Address
		Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
		Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute

BIOGRAPHIES
Associate Professor Heidi Drummer
Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
Heidi Drummer received her PhD degree in 1993 from the University of Melbourne, studying the
role of humoral and cellular immunity to influenza virus. In 2005 she moved her laboratory from
St Vincent’s Institute of Medical Research to Burnet Institute and is currently Co-Head of the Viral
Entry and Vaccines Laboratory. Her group investigates how HIV and hepatitis C virus attach to
and enter cells with the aim of developing vaccines and therapeutics. Previously an RD Wright
Biomedical Research Fellow, she now holds an NHMRC Senior Research Fellowship and leads the
hepatitis C vaccine development program at Burnet. She is adjunct Associate Professor at the
Department of Microbiology, Monash University.  

Dr Joseph Doyle
Deputy Program Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
Senior Lecturer and Infectious Diseases Physician, The Alfred and Monash University

Joseph (Joe) Doyle is a physician and researcher with a particular interest in the epidemiology,

management and prevention of blood-borne viruses (HIV, hepatitis C and hepatitis B). With a
background in clinical medicine, Joe specialised in infectious diseases at The Alfred where
he works as a consultant physician. He completed his Masters in Public Health at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and his public health fellowship was undertaken at
the Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory and Burnet Institute. His PhD at Burnet
and Monash School of Population Health focussed on the effectiveness of early hepatitis C
treatment.
Joe is currently undertaking his NHMRC Postdoctoral Fellowship aiming to improve population
health and treatment for hepatitis C infection at the Centre for Population Health and Department
of Infectious Diseases at Monash University. He is Co-Head of Viral Hepatitis Research and the
clinical director of the hepatitis C TAP (Treatment and Prevention) Study at Burnet.

Dr Bridget Williams
Public Health Registrar, Burnet Institute
Bridget Williams is a public health registrar working within the Disease Elimination program
at Burnet Institute. She commenced advanced training with the Australasian Faculty of
Public Health Medicine in 2017. Bridget is a medical doctor with previous clinical experience in
metropolitan and rural settings in Victoria and the Northern Territory. She has an interest in
implementation science and health policy research. Bridget’s work focuses on the role of
point-of-care testing for hepatitis C in disease elimination efforts. She is currently coordinating
the Rapid-EC pilot study.

Mr Huy Van
Research Assistant, Burnet Institute
Huy Van is a research assistant in the diagnostics development team and has over 10 years
experience in the science and technology industry. He has worked in biotech companies such
as Select Vaccines Ltd., Arana Therapeutics, Cephalon Australia and CSIRO. He has been
involved in a number of assay development projects and is currently working on development
of point-of-care tests to measure alanine aminotransferase and to diagnose active syphilis.

#Endhep2017
Ms Melanie Eagle
Chief Executive Officer, Hepatitis Victoria
Melanie Eagle has qualifications in arts, social work, and law, and is a graduate of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors. She is the Chief Executive Officer at Hepatitis Victoria - the peak
organisation for advocacy, awareness raising, education, support and health promotion for
people living with or affected by viral hepatitis.
Her professional work has included the public health sector, private sector, and the union
movement. Melanie is also a Director of Alfred Health and the Inner South Community Health
Centre, is a committee member of the Chronic Illness Alliance of Victoria, and a Patron of the
Epilepsy Foundation.

Mr Chad Hughes
Deputy Director, Disease Elimination, Burnet Institute
Chad Hughes is a public health practitioner with extensive experience designing and delivering
interventions in resource-poor settings, addressing communicable diseases in vulnerable
populations. From 2001 to 2003, he established and coordinated a nationwide blood-borne virus
prevention program for people who inject drugs in Nepal. He then moved to Myanmar with the
World Health Organization as a technical adviser to the Ministry of Health on drug-related harm
reduction and HIV mitigation. Chad is the Deputy Program Director for Disease Elimination at
Burnet, and oversees a portfolio of projects addressing HIV, viral hepatitis and other health harms
for vulnerable populations, including people who use alcohol and other drugs, and men who
have sex with men. He has delivered programs addressing blood-borne virus transmission and
written national guidelines on HIV and key populations for various countries across Asia, Africa,
the Middle East and the Pacific. He has held technical director positions on large national HIV
programs in Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Vietnam and Lao PDR, funded through DFAT and
the Asian Development Bank. Chad is also the president of the Victorian AIDS Council.

Associate Professor Ben Cowie
Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Viral Hepatitis, Doherty Institute
Associate Professor Benjamin Cowie is an infectious diseases physician and epidemiologist,
with appointments in both the Epidemiology Unit at VIDRL and VIDS. In addition, Ben is a
medical epidemiologist with Communicable Disease Epidemiology and Surveillance,
Victorian Department of Health and Human Services, and is an Honorary Principal Fellow
in the Department of Medicine at the University of Melbourne. He serves on a range of
communicable disease, clinical and public health committees at state, national and
international levels.

Dr Alisa Pedrana
Eliminate Hepatitis C Partnership Coordinator, NHMRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow,
Burnet Institute
Alisa Pedrana is public health practitioner and NHMRC Research Fellow at Burnet Institute and
with the Department of  Nutrition, Harvard School of Public Health. She has a significant track
record in innovative epidemiological and public health research and blood-borne virus
epidemiology. Alisa is interested in health promotion, mHealth and adapting and applying
new technologies for health communication and health system strengthening.
Her position as the Eliminate Hepatitis C (EC) Partnership Coordinator involves the integration
of health interventions, evaluation and monitoring, and building local capacity for the use of
data in decision-making. The EC partnership aims to improve access to hepatitis C treatment
and care across eight metropolitan tertiary hospitals, and 28 community-based, and prison,
services in Australia.

BIOGRAPHIES
Mr Charles Henderson
Acting Executive Officer, Harm Reduction Victoria
Charles Henderson is the Acting Executive Officer of Harm Reduction Victoria. Prior to
2016, Charles worked in New Zealand as the National Manager of the NZ Needle Exchange
Programme; spending more than 15 years improving the health and wellbeing of people who
inject drugs (PWID). He has focussed on epidemiological evidence to improve knowledge of
HIV, HCV and HBV, and associated injection behaviours in PWID in NZ. Charles has promoted
the lives and human rights of people who use and inject illicit drugs in NZ and championed
drug treatment options.

Dr Jacqui Richmond
Education Coordinator, Eliminate Hepatitis C Partnership, Burnet Institute
Jacqui Richmond has worked for 19 years in nursing, education, social and health services
research and policy development focussed on viral hepatitis. At Burnet Institute Jacqui is the
Education and Training Coordinator for the Eliminate Hepatitis C Partnership and at La Trobe
University. The broad focus of her work is building the capacity of the health professional
workforce to test, treat and manage the health care needs of people living with viral hepatitis.

Professor Alex Thompson
Director, Department of Gastroenterology, St Vincent’s Hospital
Alex Thompson is Professor-Director of Gastroenterology at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne
(University of Melbourne) and holds an NHMRC Career Development Fellowship. His major
research interest is the identification of host and viral determinants of the natural history and
treatment outcomes of hepatitis B and C viruses. Alex was involved in the discovery of IL28B
polymorphism as a predictor of treatment outcome in HCV. He has published widely in journals
including Nature, Gastroenterology, Hepatology, Gut, and Journal of Hepatology.

Dr Fran Bramwell
General Practitioner, Health Works
Fran Bramwell is an S100 Prescriber for HIV and hepatitis C, and has provided comprehensive
health care for people who inject drugs at Health Works, since 2001. She has
worked in refugee settings in Sudan, Thailand and Pakistan, and transferred knowledge
and experiences gained through her work in Australia. Fran has seen the contribution that
people from affected communities can make in epidemics of communicable diseases
and resource-poor settings. She believes this approach will be essential in efforts to eradicate
hepatitis C as a public health issue in Australia. Her work with the team at Health Works
involving direct-acting antivirals (DAAs) for HCV treatment has only just begun.

#Endhep2017
Dr Peter Higgs
Senior Lecturer, Department of Public Health, La Trobe University; Senior Fellow, Burnet Institute
Peter Higgs has a background in community development and has worked with marginalised
populations for over 20 years in Melbourne, Sydney, Vietnam, Indonesia and China. His
field-based research has focussed on risk and people who inject drugs. Peter is teaching
undergraduate and postgraduate students in Public Health at La Trobe University. He maintains
involvement in various studies of cohorts of injecting drug users in Melbourne, through his research
work with Burnet Institute.

Professor Margaret Hellard
Deputy Director (Programs), Burnet Institute
Margaret Hellard is a clinician and a leading researcher in infectious diseases, preventing disease
transmission, and identifying the impact of infections in vulnerable populations. Margaret has
been involved in the epidemiology of blood-borne viruses (HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C), and
sexually transmitted infections for more than 20 years. Her experience with undertaking
community-based research involving people who inject drugs and tertiary care institutes has
led to changes in policy, clinical management, health education and prevention. Margaret has
been instrumental in the development of sentinel surveillance systems for blood-borne viruses and
sexually transmitted infections in Victoria and nationally. She has been a member of the World
Health Organization, national and Victorian working groups, taskforces and advisory committees
related to blood-borne viruses. Margaret is Head, Hepatitis Services, Department of Infectious
Diseases at The Alfred Hospital, and an NHMRC Senior Principal Research Fellow and Deputy
Director (Programs) at Burnet Institute.

