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Housekeeping
• Data highlights 

• Followed by a Q & A

• @ec_aus; #eliminatehepc; #2022ecreport

• burnet.edu.au and kirby.unsw.edu.au
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Data contributors
• Australian Collaboration for Coordinated Enhanced Sentinel 

Surveillance (ACCESS)

• ATLAS sexual health surveillance network 

• Australian Needle Syringe Program Survey (ANSPS)

• Monitoring hepatitis C treatment uptake in Australia

• National Retreatment Project



Data contributors
• National Prisons Hepatitis Network (NPHN)

• Australia and New Zealand Liver and Intestinal Transplant 

Registry (ANZLITR)

• Hepatitis-C related liver transplants

• Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project
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Data contributors
• ETHOS Engage
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Anna Wilkinson 

Data highlights
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Figure 2.  Incidence of primary hepatitis C infection among individuals tested at ACCESS 
primary care clinics, ACCESS, 2012–2021
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New infections

Source:  ACCESS.(12)



Figure 8.  Number of individuals tested for HCV antibody at ACCESS primary care clinics 
and proportion of HCV antibody tests positive by gender, ACCESS, 2012–2021
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Testing and diagnosis

Source:  ACCESS.(12)



Figure 14.  Hepatitis C testing cascade: number and proportion of individuals attending 
ACCHSs tested for HCV antibody or RNA and among those tested, the number and 
proportion testing positive, ATLAS network, aggregated for years 2016–2021
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Testing and diagnosis

Source:  ATLAS sexual health surveillance network, 2016–2021.(18)



Figure 20.  Number of claims to Medicare for items 69499 and 69500 (detection of HCV 
RNA, new infections only), 2012–2021
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Testing and diagnosis

Source:  Medicare Australia Statistics.(20)



Figure 23.  Estimated number 
of individuals initiating DAA 
treatment by prescriber type, 
PBS database, March 2016–
December 2021
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Uptake of treatment

Source:  Monitoring hepatitis C treatment 
uptake in Australia.(30)



Figure 25.  Number and estimated proportion* of individuals who initiated DAA 
treatment in prison versus in the community by jurisdiction, National Prisons Hepatitis 
Network and PBS Database, 2019, 2020, and 2021
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Uptake of treatment

Sources:  State and Territory justice health authorities via the National Prisons Hepatitis Network.(31) Monitoring treatment uptake in Australia.(30)



Figure 26.  Estimated number of individuals retreated for hepatitis C reinfection, National 
Retreatment Project, 2016–2021
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Uptake of treatment

Source:  National Retreatment Project.(37)



Figure 29.  Hepatitis C treatment cascade at ACCESS primary care clinics: number of 
individuals hepatitis C diagnosed, number and proportion of individuals who initiated 
treatment, and tested for HCV RNA post-treatment initiation, 2016–2021
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Uptake of treatment

Source:  ACCESS.(12) Updated from Traeger et al., PLOS One. 2020.(38)



Figure 30.  Hepatitis C treatment cascade: number and proportion of individuals attending ACCHSs 
tested for HCV RNA and prescribed DAAs, and among those treated, the number and proportion 
who appeared to achieve an undetectable HCV viral load, ATLAS network, aggregated for years 
2016–2021

Hepatitis C Elimination in Australia 2022

Uptake of treatment

Source:  ATLAS sexual health surveillance network, 2016–2021.(18)



Figure 32.  Number of 
Australian adult liver 
transplant recipients by 
primary diagnosis and year of 
first transplant, 2001–2021
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Morbidity

Source:  Australia and New Zealand Liver and 
Intestinal Transplant Registry.(44)



Figure 33.  Number of Australian and New Zealand adult liver transplants by aetiology 
and year of transplant, 1985–2019
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Morbidity

Source:  Adapted from Howell et al., Liver Transplantation. 2021.(43)



Figure 35.  Reports of hepatitis C-related stigma or discrimination in the past 12 months 
by people living with hepatitis C, 2016–2021
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Stigma and discrimination

Source:  Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project.(48) 2021 data Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project, unpublished data.



Figure 36.  Reports of IDU-related stigma or discrimination in the past 12 months by 
people who inject drugs, 2016–2021
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Stigma and discrimination

Source:  Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project.(48) 2021 data Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project, unpublished data.



Figure 40.  Proportion of ANSPS respondents reporting re-use of someone else’s needles 
and syringes in the past month, 2012–2021
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Prevention

Source:  Australian Needle Syringe Program Survey. National Data Report 2017–2021.(19)



Figure 45.  Geographic 
variation in hepatitis C 
treatment uptake, March 
2016–December 2020
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Equity

Source:  The National Viral Hepatitis 
Mapping Project (WHO Collaborating 
Centre for Viral Hepatitis, The Doherty 
Institute).(60)



Figure 48.  For different incentive values (a) the percentage of HCV RNA-positive people that 
need to complete testing (receive their HCV RNA-positive result) and (b) the percentage of HCV 
RNA diagnosed people that need to initiate treatment to maintain the same unit cost
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Modelling elimination

Source:  Adapted from Palmer et al. J Viral Hepatitis. 2021.(61,62)



Alisa Pedrana and Mark Hayes

Q & A
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